Add to earlier nemo on my OSS days 7/2/91 

Thinking about my letter to T 0 m Mangold and his playing Faust to the CIA' s Mephisto 
to be able to do his book on James J. Angleton, X2&& ’’Cold Warrior” , I was reminded of a 
few details I think I forgot in an earlier one of the memos intended to substitute for the 
Oral histpries President Chuch of Hood wanted but for which she gave faculty members no 
time. (Mangold lies about what the defected KGB official Yuri Kosenko told the FBI the 
KGB records on Lee Harvey Oswald include. One is that they suspected him of being an Ameri- 
can agent in place or "sleeper" agent. Another, rather an omission than a lie, is that 
Oswald was openly anti-US JR. while in the USSR. The CIA talked the Warren Commission out of 
taking an testimony from Kosenko. Although the Commission was able to ignore reports it 
had received that Oswald had been some kind of agent, it would not have been able to ignore 
records of any other government including sush suspicions, whether or not supported by any 
evidence. I doubt the j\GB had any proof. It was correct on Oswald's misrepresented poli- 
tics. In his secret writings of which I have copies he was anti-Soviet «.nd anti-American 
Communists. So, Mangold covered up for the CIA and was rewarded with being given informa- 
tion that gave him his book in which he dumps all the CIA's abuses op the dead Angle t on. J 
think the book will sell well and may be helped in its sales by the CIA, which is excul- 
pated as an institution in it.) 

Angleton headed OSS "X-2" or counterintelligence in Italy during World War II. Its re- 
cord was atrocious yet he was somehow regarded as a success and seems to have built his 
career on the basis of sbysmal failure. 

CSS wqs not dominated by the later "need-to-know" concept that not infrequently is a 
means of suppressing what can be embarrassing. Otherwise I’d not have seen those Italy X-2 
memos. Or those showing that H 0 Chi Minh worked for the U.S. and saved many U.S. pilots s 
shot down by the Japanese over Vietnam. 

Tjie assignment awaiting my security clearance when I was detailed to OSS as a private 

in the MPs was known inside OSS as "the Paris case”, because the head of the group of French- 

speaking soldiers who had volunteered for a drop behind Nazi lines in France was Sergeant 

Paris. After a fight with Washington MPs they had been convicted, their appeals exhausted, 

and were in an Army prison in the New York harbor. General "Wild Bill” Donovan was convinced 

they were not guilty so based on my record of exposing K a zi cartels he had establishing 

their innocence awaiting me. About six week later thay were in fact freed and I got a rep 

£- 

in OSS that led to all sorts of odd trouble-shooting jobs bounced to me. X-§ reminded me 
of one not related to Angleton. It asked me to take over an urgent request from the White 
House with which it had not been able to comply. There remained but 48 hours before the 
deadline. 

We had taken over about a dozen ships owned by a Scandanavian alleging he was a front 
for the iJ azis. He denied it and was going to take the case to court. Why tills job was given 



to X-2 I cannot expplijSk, unless it was a last resort because others had failed,. 

Initially I also failed because I forgot what I've always believed is basic in any 
investigation or analysis, not to overlook the obvious. I did that, not thinking correctly. 
3ut by accident I was able to overcome that and I think how may account for the FBI's all- 
time dislike if not hatred of me. 

I phoned a jflwyer who had been on the staff of the Senate Civil Liberties Committee 
with me, Alexander Sachs, then in the Department of Justice, and asked him who might be able 
to start me with a lead. He immediately suggested another DJ employee, perhaps an economist, 


Judy Coplon. I phoned her and she immediately directed me to records of siezed property 
stored then in a District Ration/ Bank Building on W: G St, between 14 and 15. Was I 


em- 


barrassed! I'd worked in those files often and didn't think of them! 

Because of the time pressure I took a cab instead of walking and in about two hours, 
spending 500 on cabs (200 was the fare and I added a nickel tip), I got the overlooked 
proof and both the ¥|j ite “Ouse and the OSS were pleased. 

To thank Coplon I invited her to lunch at Tamil's restaurant near her building 
and x knew a favorite eating place of those who worked there. 

^his was the only time I ever saw her. 

Before long she was the subject of a sensational espionage case. She was accused of 
giving secret information to a boyfriend who was allegedly a Russian spy. The case was 
thrown out of court because of extensive FBI improprieties and she was never tried. From 
what was leaked to the press she may well have been guilty. 

But I'd phoned her and taken her to lunch while the FBI had her under surveillance 
so <$t nay have suspected me then and may have continued to believe that I had such in- 
volvements, as I never did with the USSR. I did sith the xS r jLtish when I was an investi- 
gative reporter exposing ^azi cartels. 

I've never been able to explain to myself what caused this FBI dislike. This Coplon 
(non) connection might be the beginning of it or it may have begun with that in the FBI's 
mind when I frustrated its collaboration with the Dies Un&merican committee to frame me 
(and got the Dies agent convicted of two felonies) or it might even have come from or 
been influenced by jealousy. The latter because when the FBI had charge of US intelli- 
gence activities in South america, before OSS was created, I got out of Chile and gave to 
Jimmy Doosevelt (then in OSS's forerunner) what FDR used in a fireside chats, plans for 
a Nazi putsch. I do have proof that I did this from the CIA's incomplete disclosure of its 
records on me. It inherited OSS's records and OSs had those of this fore-runner. ( 

Then, too, maybe the FBI was one of the agencies that failed to get the proof of the 
A, azi connections of that Scandanavian shipowner before the gob was given to X-2. Its in- 
complete disclosure of its records on me hold no hint. 



